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Horooreer<: 


CoLtossians lV. 12. 


Epaphras—a Servant of S brift.—_ 


fpeaks of this Epaphras as one of them; “ Epa- 

phras, who is one of you, a fervant of Chrift, 

~ faluteth you.” He was one of their citizens ; 

and probably ftood in a fpecial relation to them, as.a ° 
ehriftian brother. He was a fervant of Chri/t, not only 
asa chriftian, but alfo as a mini/ler ; for he had ferved 
Chrift in this /atter capacity, in the Church at Coloffe ; 
if this is the fame Epaphras, who is mentioned in the 
beginning of this epiftle; where the apoftle Paul tells 
the Coloflians, how “ they had learned the grace of God 
‘in truth, of Epaphras, a dear fellow-fervant, who was, 
for them, a faithful miniffer of Chrift.” He was now 
with Paul, at Rome, in prifon; wherefore Paul, in his 
letter to Philemon (fappofed to be written and fent at the 
fame time with this to the Coloflians) calls him his 

« fellow-prifoner in Chrift Jefus.” ' 

In the chanel of Paul’s epiftle, the falutation of Epa- 
phras, and an account of his fervent prayers, for the 
Coloffian Church, are conveyed to them; as becomes the 
Jaws of chriftian and minifterial friendfhip. 

All minifters of the Gofpel are, like Epaphras, fer~ 
wants of Chrift ; wherefore we may have liberty to 
jnake, at this time, fuch more general, or more aie 
goo 2 or 


T« Apoftle Paul, writing to the Coloffian Church, 


* 
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far-obfervations, concerning the qualifications and duty 
of Gofpel minifters, as are /eafonable, and feem moft na- 
turally to arife, confidering minifters of the Gofpel as 
fervants of Chrift. 

As uch, they fhould make it their diligent and fu- 
perlative care and ftudy to pleafe Him. 1t is the fervant’s 
duty to be devoted to pleafe his ma/fer ; minifters (hould 
be anxious, fo to govern their whole temper and condué, 
as.topleafe Chrif. This will not confift with a govern- 
ing view to pleafe themfelves. If they, at any time, find 
themfelves captivated with the thought of difcourfing, or 
conduéting, in any particular manner, they fhould im- 
mediately confult the pleafure of Chrift,and ler that, and 
not their own humor, govern them, To gratify them- 
felves; indeed, fo far as they can, without difpleafing 
Chrift, is their privilege, and their duty; but Chrift’s 
ea? pleafure muft be regarded, though the confequence 
eal fhould be extreme /e/f-denial. Our proper devotion to 

f the pleafure of Chrift will not confift with a governing 
q view to pleafe our fellow-creatures. Minifters are under te 
a various, and fometimes, prefling temptations, arifing from 
/ their intereft, credit and eafe, to exprefs themfelves, and 
he behave, for the fake of pleafing the people, in a manner 
: . Chrift will not approve, as being difagreable to the ge- 
> 3 ius and defigns of his religion: but they fhould be 

proof againft thefe temptations, though ever fo much 
vaifed; and {till be governed by a defire of pleafing 
Chrift.. They thould behave, “not as men-pleafers, 

: oo but as the fervants of Chri/?. Do I feek to pleafe men ? : 
=e 4 (fays Paul) for if I yet pleafed men, I fhould not be the 7 


fervant of Chrift.” 
It is, neverthelefs, a minifter’s duty, as well as happi- 
nefs, to'pleafe the people, fo far as he can, confiftently 
with the pleafure of Chrift. They are culpable, who, 
e bring perplexity and mifery on themfelves, and debar 
a themfelves from ufefulnefs, by ‘a rafly and unneceffary 
f oppugnation of the prejudices and paflions of mankind ; 
er, who do not ufe every fincere, friendly, and juftifiable 
wi ~~ method 
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~ method, to gain and keep: the affections of the people. 
If, at any time, it is agreeable to us, to do that. which 
will difpleafe others, we muft enquire, whether we can 


gratify ourfelves in the cafe, and difoblige others, confi- — 


ftently with the will of Chrift, and proper views, to. fer- 
viceablenefs ; if not, let our neighbour he pleafed, ‘ Let 
every one of us (fays the Apoftle) pleafe bis neighbour, 
for his good to edification ; for even Chrift pleafed not 
himfelf.” The fame Paul, who fpeaks of pleafing men, 
as inconfiftent. with Chrift’s fervice, was, through a defire 
to pleafe Chrift, and ferve the intereft of men’s fouls, as 
tender as poflible of pleafing men, fo far as hecould do 
it confiftently. “ Even (fays he) as I pleafe all men, in 
all things, not feeking mine own profit, but the profit of 
many, that they may be faved. 1 am made all things, to 


all men, that-I might, by all means, fave fome.? =. _. 


To pleafe Chrift, as his feryants in the miniftry ought, 
having, at ordination, fincerely and folemnly vowed, 2 
ftri& regard to. the minifter’s duty, we muft remember 
to be érue to. the facred and important truft. The yer 
vant of Chrif?, who aés in character, feeks, fo asto 
* obtain mercy to be faithful.” 
_ Asfervants of Chrifi, in the work of the miniftry, 
it greatly concerns us to be perfons of piety aud virtue, 
They, indeed, who affert the impoffibiliry of an unre- 
generate minifter’s being, in any cafe, inftrumental of the 
converfion, or edification, of the fouls of men, cannot be 


juttified, in their affertion, by the word of God. From — 


intimations, given in fcripture, of fervice done to men, 
as to their fpiritual {tate, by perfons of irreligious minds, 
we learn, that God has not made the good effect of or- 
dinances, fo to. depend on Aim that doth adminifter them; 
but that men may, from a regard to temporal intereft; 
or the praife of others, fo order their miniftry, as to be 
inftrumental of {piritual good to mankind. The -deniaf 
of this might prove enfnaring, as tempting minifters. to 
infer their own real religion, from certain degrees of 
fuccefs. they perceive attendtheir labors ; when, perhaps; 

ae their 
a Te AS x ' 


iz 


8 AN ORDINATION SERMON. 


their hearts arenot right with God. It is, neverthelefs, 
_ of great confequence, that minifters be men of piety and 
holinefs ; when this is the cafe, 2 much better perfor- 
mance of their various duty.is, a/ways, and much greater 
fuccefs is, ordinarily, to be expected. 

‘We thould fuperlatively love our heavenly Father, his 


Jaws, and heavenly rewards; we {hould love our ma/ter 


Chrif?, above all earthly pleafures, wealth and glory. 

ith what earneft repetition does our Lord enquire of 
Peter, “Simon, fon of Jonas, loveft thou me more than 
theje?” No doubt, it was, in a great meafure, becaufe 
our Savior faw, how material a qualification it was, in his 
minifters, that they fhould love their ma/fer, above the 
world, Joined with thefe things, and as the natural 
fruit of piety, we fhould be poffeffed of a warm benevo- 
lence towards mankind in general; together with that 
Special charity, which it is fuitable for us to have, for. 
« the houfhold of faith,” or the particular flocks, ‘* over 
which the Holy Ghoft hath made us overfeers.” It 
becomes us alfo, “to gird up the loins of our minds, and 
be fober; to keep our bodies under: every man that 
ftriveth for the mattery, is temperate in all things.” All 
the principles of pride and lawlefs ambition, of avarice, 
Juxury, and pious fraud: (fo called) ought to be banifhed 
from the hearts of Chrift’s minifters ; as they are called 
to be fervants of a mafter, who juftly merited and ob- 
tained the charaéter of being, not “the minifter of fin; 
but, meek and lowly in heart, holy, harmlefs, undefiled, . 
and feperate from finners, who did no fin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth.” 

“We ought to be pofleffed of a prevailing principle of 
univerfal holinefs; and therefore, humbly fenfible of 
our need of divine aids, to nourifh in us, and fapport and 
enlarge us in every heavenly and virtuous difpofition, we 
muft be much in fervent prayer, for the holy Spirit to 
dwell in us—to fix his powerful and lafting refidence in 
our hearts. And, “for our works fake,” as miniflers, as 
well as for our happinefs, and fupport in our general 
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chriftian calling, it will be of confequence for- us to 
cultivate, not only faith in God’s word and promifess 
but alfo, a lively hope of our own honor, Bier and 
immortality, 

A minifter, poffeffed of this real, this « pure andvns ~ 
defiled religion,” will endeavour to have his mind cons 
ftantly open to the reception of the truth ;——will be 
carried, with fpirit and refolution, through the moft 
arduous parts of the minifterial fervice; even the hea- 

ay vieft duties will feem but dight, bevanfe: of the love he 
has to Chrift, to his caufe, and to the fouls of men ;— 

he will not be “ weary in well-doing”——~he will be 

fortified againft the various and the ftrongeft tempta- 

tions he may be under, to prove unfaithful, in the fes 

veral parts of his mafter’s work ;—he will be dignified 

with an uniform and prevalent regard to the due dif- 

charge of all parts of his minifterial duty, and prompted 

. to ufe the beft exertions, to make his whole preaching 
a and conduét comport with the great and good putpefes 
of his being put into the miniftry: true love to Godiand 
men, and a comfortable hope of falvation, ftrongly infer 
the tendereft, and moft paflionate defires of the falvation 
of others, the clofeft application, and every the beft 
chofen method, that men may beenlightned, and brought 
to hope in, and love, and ferve our common redeemer and 
Lord ;—may be, through him, and through divine grace, 
faved from moral pollution, guilt and eternal. death, and 
be partakers, with us, of the heavenly inheritance 
~The minifter poffeffed,through the grace of God, of this 
pure religion, will bear up, in a ftill vigorous purfuit of 
duty, with happinefs and triumph, in his minifterial race, 
amidft the moft prefling difficulties and troubles he meets 
with, as a man, a chriftian, ora minifter : whereas, if he 

. 4s governed only by worldly principles, he will no farther 
regard his duty, than he is induced thereto by worldly 
motives ; and therefore his miniftry is likely to be greatly 
oy defedative ; and not, in a confiderable degree, to anteice 
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~ Moreover, a minifter’s bad example is apt to prevent, 
at leaft in a great degree, the good effe& of the -beft 
preaching ; will encourage. many in vice, if it does not 
lead them into dei/m ; but his good life is not a little attrac- 
tive, and ufefully recommendatory of his in{truétions and 
exhortations, And tho’ a man, from inferior motives, 
may fometimes go a great length, in an apparent good 
life; yet religion in the heart, is far the belt fecurity of an 
entire, uniformand continued apparent good conver fation. 

Irreligion and vice.among minifters tend, in various 
ways, to the coruption of the church ; and fo, the death 
of religion among the people. The greateft and moft 
deplorable apoftacy, that ever was known in the chriftian 
church, had its rife, ina great meafure, in the pride, am- 
bition, idlenefs, andattendant ignorance of the clergy : 
and thefe faults in them took place, in a great degree, in 

- confequence of their being put into a capacity for en- 
grofling riches to themfelves, 

Poverty in the people has not been the only reafon, 
why the minifters in this country have generally had fuch 
a fcanty maintenance, that they lived but unhappily, and 
were not fo well able, as might be defired, to attend to 
the word of the Lord, without diftra@tion of thought,and 
improper diverfion to foreign employments ; and ufefully 
to carry on the miniftry And this unjutftifiable 
parfimony in the people, towards their teachers, may have 
been partly occafioned, in its original, by people’s being. 
fenfible how riches have, in time paft, debauched the mi- 
niftry; and a vicious miniftry has tended to the detri- 
ment, and corruption of the church ; fo humane nature 
is liable to runintoone evil, in attempting to avoid another, 
If the-people in this Land begin to be more honorable, 
in fupporting their minifters, it is hoped, our fober, vir- 
tuous and charirable improvement of the bleflings of life, 
will be fuch, that the people will be encouraged to make 
a proper diftribution of their wealth, to their minifters 
universally ; and be under no temptations to repent of 
their munificence, towards them who fow fj piritual things. ; 
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or again to become inequitably ftrait-handed towardé 
them. a 
The piety and virtue of minifters have, on the whole,’ 
appeared to be of material confequence, in regard to the 
aipe& their religion has on their fidelity, and ufefalnefs: 
in their mafter’s fervice. . 2Oss 

And tho’ there is fuch a thing as a very injudicions,. 
and uncharitable enquiry into the experiences of @ cans 
didate for the miniltry ; yet people, who fettle-a minif- 
ter, have a juft claim to reafonable fatisfaction, as to a: 
candidate’s being a real chriftian ; and foas to the purity 
of his mind in fearching after the important truths of- 
chriftianity. 4 audteet, 

Tt may be added that as we fhould cultivate pure relis 
gion, in a regard to our miniftry ; fo we fhould do ir, 
in regard to our own fafety,and inward peace. How 
unhappy is the thought of being difapproved of Chrift 
ourfelves, and being caft-aways at laft; while Chrift may 
make our miniftry favingly beneficial to others, tho’ our 
hearts are not in his fervice, but we are governed by. 
inferior principles ! How happy, to be always in a capa-" 
city truly to fay, that we “ferve God, with our /pirits, . 
in the gofpel of his Son.” 

As fervants of Chrifi, we fhould be careful ‘to-take 
our directions from Aim. It implies, that on the evidence 
given, we be firm believers of divine revelation —— 
that we devore ourfelves to the fludy of the Bible, to 

‘yearn the mind of Chrift, to know what to preach, and in 
what manner, and how to “ behave ourfelves in the houfe 
of God, which is the church-of the living God” 
that we humbly feek the influence of God’s fpirit, to open: 
the eyes of our underftandings, and guide us intoall; 
truth that we view God’s word as the only rule of 
faith and condu&, and ufe other authors, other fyftems, 
only as helps for underftanding and applying this rule 

that we circumfpeétfully guard againft our judg- 
ments being perverted, by any prejudices, while we ens. 

quire into the meaning of Ged’s word ; and—that a 
: B 2 da 
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- do not yield an implicit, unenquiring affent to the inftruc- 
‘tions, nor tamely fabmie to what we judge to be the 
unjuft, ufarped ecclefiaftical authority, and unfcriprural 
digates of the moft dignified, and facred tations, and 
chara@ers: We are to “call no man our Father upon 
the earth, for one’is our Father, which is in heaven— 
: _ - one is our mafter even Chrift.” Indeed, it is below the 
= dignity of men,and much more of chri/fians anc: miunifiers 
to be the willing /laves of their fellow-creatures, in any 
: fenfe of the word. 
* ~ Animated and fupported by religion in the heart, to- 
© gether with a confcioufnels of integrity ; and, by Chrift’s 
direétory word, “ thereby furnifhed unto every good 
work,” the fervants of Chrift fhoula be devoted to the 
bufinefs of reprefenting the important doétrines, and 
duties, and-engaging motives of our excellent religion, in 
fach a manner, as will’be moft likely to be bleffed of 
God, for enlightening the underftandings, moving the 
ons and reforming the hearts and lives of perfons of | 
all-ages and conditions in fuch a manner, as will have 
the moft effectual tendency, to bring wandring miferable 
{inners united to Chrift, by “ faith which works by love, 
vand purifies the heart ;” and fo, God's fpirit joining his 
aids, “to turn them from darknefs to light, and from the 
power of fin and Satan unto God.” We fhould ever 
maintain a well inftructed zeal to make our whole miniftry 
anfwer its end in bringing glory to our mafter, and 
ferving the interefts of mens immortal fouls: this is to 
- condué as good and faithful fervants 5 thzs is the way to 
be approved of our mafter, who “ has his eyes like a 
flame of fire,” and penetrateth the remoteft recefles: of 
the-heart. © “ 
Ses ~ Je may be well particularly to mention, our duty of 
3 remeffibering our people, before the throne of grace, in 
public and in private; {preading their caufes before the 
. Lord, with thank{givings, prayers and interceflions. So | 
did Epaphras ; * Epaphras, who is one of you, (fays Paul 
to the Coloffians) a fervant of Chrift, felureth you, - 
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always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may 


ftand perfeét, and complete in. all the will of God; for 


I bear him record that he hath’ a great zeal for you.” 
In prifon he remembred his people. A minifter poffefied 
of virtuous principles, in fuch a degree of perfeétion as is 
attainable, will be, in a great meafure, fuperior to the 
calamities of life, and bear up under their. prefling 
weight, fo as faithfully to attend the fervice of his Lord, 
and of the fouls of men; andif reduced to fyuch circum- 
ftances, that he can do little. befides, he will put up .to 
God continually fervent prayers for his people. 

- As fervants of Chrift, we ought to confine ourfelves 


from grafping at a power and authority over the flock,. 


which Chrift has not granted.to us. We muft not be 
fo elevated with the thought of our fuperior ftations; 
or, by any felf-exalring paflions, as to lord it over the 
heritage of God. We cannot blamelefly ufe the mean, 
difhonorable devices of pricfteraft, to extraé riches from 
the people. It is not for us to burdemthe church with 
a load of rites, not prefcribed in Ged’s word. It is not 
for us, to deprive the church: of its privilege of electing, 
church-officers, As we fhould not hoe where Chrift 
hath not /ocfed, by admitting deiftical, grofly ignorant, 
and openly profligate and abandoned livers, to the Lord’s 
table, to qualify them for a civil poft, or for any fuck: 
like important reafon; fo we fhould nat bind, where. 
Chrift hath not Sound, by impofing unfcripturab terms.of 
communion ; or by pafling unjuft cenfures on offenders, 


"We fhould not deppive the church of any: of itsimmuni- 
ties granted to it by Chrift; but we fhould be careful 


not to treat-the flock, with an air of conduét, which is 
too cyerbearing, even tho? it cannot be faid, that im any 
particular inftances, we areremerkably opprefiive. We 
are to remember that,in ferving Chrift, we are to ferve 
men’s fouls, and not abufe our power which was given 
for edification, and not for deftruction. We are to 
“ preach, not ourfelves ; but Chrift Jefus the Lord ; and 
ourfelves the fervants of the church, for his ca a 
Raaeite tee we — - ; 
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And we ought not to fet ourfelves up, as the only, much 

lefs the infallible judges, of the extent of the church’s 

By privileges, and the minifter’s power and authority, ace 

{ cording tothe gofpel.. Inftead of attempting to inure 

| our people to a blind fubmiffion to our dictates, it is our 

duty, in an humble manner, to recommend to them, to 
confider the fallibility of uninfpired men, to enquire — 
freely, to judge for themfelves, and adhere to the liberty 
of confcience Chrift hath indulged to them. The di- 
rection of our Lord Chrift is, * be not ye called rabbi, be 
not ye called matters, for one is your matter, even Chrift.” 
If we ufurp a power over confcience, and afpire after 
authority in matters of faith, we feem to forget the place 
and ftation we hold, and to put ourfelves in the place of* 
our ma/fter Chrif?, or in the room of thofe who, in the 
primitive church, were infallibly direted by his fpirit. 
Let us be cautious of the fmalleft bordering, on that 
clerical tyranny, which born and nurfed of fach vile 
parents as pride and avarice, tho” fmall in its infancy, in 
centuries paft, grew up, by divine permiflion, into the 
moft deftructive, formidable and hideous of all monfters, 
and even “ exalted irfelf above all that is called God, or 
that is worthipped.” 

© It is aminifters duty to be concerned for the fafety of 
religious principles, inftruéting and exhorting the people, 

to + ftand fatt i in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made 
them tree.” 

And if he difcovers alfo a concern about the civil is 
berties of the people, it is what he has a right to do ia» 
his private capacity, as a member of civil fociety, in the’ 
welfare of which he is equa//y interefted as others ; and 
if he does it in his pub/zck minifterial capacity, he does 
not therefore neceffarily ac out of chara&ter. Ought he 
not to make “ prayers, fupplications, interceflions and 
thankfgivings for Kings,and for all that are in authority 2” 

* Ought he nor ta preach loyalty to the King, and a quiet g_- 
fubmiffion, in all things lawful and reafonable, to “ the’ 
ee that be,” ant which are ordained. of God, to be 

; his 
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his minifters, for good to the people ? Undoubtedly he 
ought. . And-has he not as clear a right, and is it not. 
_ as muchx his duty, to make prayers and fupplications for 
the prefervation of the juft and lawful civil liberties of 
mankind ?»Js it not as much his duty, to exhort the 
people to take a proper care of their civil rights, and 
truely to explain thofe fcriptures, which require fubjec- 
tion to the higher powers ; and therefore fo to explain 
them, as to exclude the doétrine of unlimited paffive 
obedience and won-refifiance; and fo as Paul, who oc- 
cafionally plead, for himfeif, the privilege of a Roman, 
were he now here, would undoubtedly explain them ? 
Whereas, the preaching up paffive obedience and non- 
refiftance, is not only highly derogatory from the honor 
of thofe feriptures, which the great friend to human 
happinefs has given us ; and a fort of preaching which 
may therefore be produttive of deifm in its confequences ; 
but it is alfo, in its nature, Treaj/on ; it is treafon againft 
the: people, as militating again{t and endangering their / 
privileges ; and in Britifh dominions it is treafon againft 
the Aing, as it is neceffarily, and utterly fubverfive of thofe 
revolution-principles,which fupport the ¢it/e of his prefent 
Britifh Majefty to the throne, There is moreover, fuch 
a connection between civi/ and facred liberty, and fuch a 
dependance of the /atter on the former, as may juftify a 
minifter’s perfwading the people, to take a proper care 
of their civil rights, in particular cafes, where he judges 
they are invaded : and that a minifter may not as con- 
» fiftently do this, ashe may perfwade the people to loyal 
fubmiffion to government, in cafes, where he judges the 
people condué in a factious and rebellious manner, isa 
point extremely difficult to be proved. 


It may be added, that there will be the more need that 


minifters fhould exhort the people duly to affert their 
endangered rights and privileges, when, by reafon of 
Jong and uninterrupted enjoyment of them, they are 
come to have too {mall a fenfe of the importance of their 
immunities ; and when they have the nerves of their 
courage and refolution, in a degree, debilitated and re- 
Jaxed by luxury. Minifters 
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© Minitters are fellow-fervants, (except the extraordinary 
‘vofficers of the Church, in the days of infpiration and mira- 
‘culous gifts) they are fellow-fervants, according to the 
gofpel, in every light equal, equal in dignity, authority 
and privilege in the church of God. It therefore appears 
altogether natural that they fhould “ love one another 
“with a pure heart fervently.” This is fuitable to fuch a 
relation ; and is of /pecia/ confequence, in proportion to 
the peculiar opportunity they may have for ferving, or 
differving oneenother ; and in proportion to the impor+ 
tance of their work, and the difficulties and troubles at- 
tending it. That of the evangelical miniftry is, on all 
sands acknowledged to be a very arduous and difficult 
work, and attended with peculiar afflictions ; minifters 
are proportionably obliged to love one another, and in 
the fpirit of friendfhip, to comfort and aflift each other, 
as much as fies in their power. While the obfervations 
the people are apt to make on the difunion and difcord of 
minifters, have no good afpeét on the profperity of relt- 
gion in the world; good minifters may fometimes (it 
has indeed been in many ‘inftances the cafe) have 
had their ufefulnefs diminifhed, if not ruifed, together 
with themfelves and families, by the bigotry, uncharita- 
blenefs,and.unifriend|inefs of theirbrethrenin theminiftry. 
We fhould not fuffer our affections to be alienated from 
one another, by worldly confiderations ; nor becaufe of 
thofe differences in fentiment, which may take place 
among good men and good minifters: ; : 
If minifters are equal fellow-fervants,they have no right 
where they all make profeffion of belief in divine revela- 
tion, and of inquifitive fober adberence thereto, and do 
not contradi& their profeffion by apparent profligacy of 
life,they have no right to impofe their fentiments on one 
another, or to moleft each other, in cafe of refufed com- 
pliance. Men may be faithful believers that the Bible is 
the word. of God; ‘be ftudious and prayerful, and be 
“good miniftersof Chrift ;” and yet differ in their inter- 
pretations of fcripture, and particular fentiments ; and 
Si it 
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it is poffible they may think each other to be effentially 
wrong. If therefore we think our brethren to be errone= — 


ous, we fhould endeavour to “ reafon with them oat of the 
{criprures 7” and if we think their judgments are pervert- 
ed by any paffions, we may, ina modeft and friendly man- 
her, fignify itto them; but we may not anathematize, and 
take meafures which tend to ruin them, without incur- 
ting the guilt of pér/ecution. My brother in the miniftry 
has as good a right to enquire and judge for himfelf, and 
to determine what are maierial or effential articles in 
chriftianizysas L have; I differ from him, as much as he 
does from me; and hehas as good a right to call me to 


an account, and deftroy me for. my fentiments, a8 T have © 


to ruin him for his: we neither of us have any right to 
it at all) They who make a trade of beating their fel- 
low-fervants with the unchriftian weapon of human, 
uninfpired forms of dofrine, drawn up by themfelves or 
others, appear to be not duly mindful of their accounta- 
blenefs to our-common mafter; they do not feem to” be 
properly fenfible thar, while “one is our mafter, even 
Chrift, all we are brethren ;” they do not feem to pre- 
ferve 2 proper and humble fenfe of human fallibility; 
nor properly to reduce to praétice that divine rule of our 
Saviour, “all things whatfoever ye. would that men 
thould do to you, do ye even fo to them.” 

_ Minifters muft not, if it is in their power, keep down 
their brethren, under the zron bands of poverty, while 
_ themfelves are proportionably enriched ;—muft not de- 
prive them of that privilege of ordaining others, which 
Chrift has granted equally to all his minifters ;—nor in- 


fringe any of thofe minifterial privileges, the gofpel ~ 


gives equally to their féllow-/ervants, as to them. ¥ 
~ We fincerely wifh fuch hierarchies as thofe of popif 
countries, and that of England, had never taken place; 
and that, if confiftently praéticable, they may all of them 
be foon diffolved. ' It is fappofed, that the Englifh Pre< 


lates are generally, if not univerfally, convinced, that 
Bifhops, as an order of — fuperior to Prefbyters, 


have 
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have no foundation in the new teftament. If fo, thofe 
reat anid venerable Genrlemen mutt alfo judge, that 
Fiver have a gofpel right to ordain, and in general, 
that an equality of minifters would be moft agreable to 
the will of Chrift; and it mut be their hearty defire and 
‘prayer, and diligent endeavour, if it were confiftendy 
practicable, to be brought down on a level with their 
brethren and fellow-fervants. But there are, it feems, 
valt prudential reafms for continuing the Hierarchy; 
it is fo blended with the conftitution, if not with the 
Aentiments and affections of the people, that it’s diffolu- 
tion would be likely to bring on moft intolerable evils, 
and general ruin ; ‘ the tares cannot be gathered up, 
' without rooting up alfo the wheat with them.” It may 
be fo, But cannot the worthy Prelates go a certain 
length? may not the power of conferring orders be ex- 
‘tended to minifters univerfally in the kingdom? or if 
that is unfafe, this may at /eaf? be done, the dignified and 
‘enriched part of the clergy may (while every patith is 
Provided with a learned, religious, refident minifter) 
make fuch difiribution of their wealth to their fellow- 
Jaborers, that they fhall all be in eafy. circumftances; 
and in a good capacity to purfue their ftudies, and carry 
On the work of the Lord. But even this Jaf’ propofal 
‘may be too afluming: poflibly, the prefent plan and con- 
duct is fo mixed with the juices and folids of the contti- 
‘tution, and there “is fuch a my, fterious ftate and connee= 
‘ton of things (incomprehentible by people in the diftant 
‘Woods of America) that a meafure fo feemingly pious 
and cHaritable as ¢4is, might tend to the fubverfion of 
government, incurable maladies, national mifery and 
‘deftruion. _ 
— However, if the’ Prelates are convinced, that Chrift 
meant the gofpel minifters fhould be equal, it may be 
‘prefumed they will have no concern in the fettlement of 
‘Bithops, in a Country, where there is not, on the whole, 
Jo much as a prudential reafon in favor of it ; but much 
“the contrary, 
= And . 
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“And we confide, that the minitters in this land, will 
aever indulge to thofe paffions, and that conduct towards 
one another, which have a tendency to ere¢t, fuch a kind 
of things as papal Hierarchies, in the world: ~~~ ~ 
» It becomes us all, civil rulers, minifters and people, 
onicedly todifcard the whole fpirit and practice of tyranny 5 
and there is /pecta/ propriety in our being concerned 
about it, at thzs day, as we would confiftently hope for 
the fecurity of our privileges in general. If we coun- 
tenance the /lave-trade, in fapport of our intemperance 
and luxury, idlenefs and effeminacy, it may have a ten- 
dency, under the moral government of God, to our, being’ 
deprived of our liberties : God fays, by the Prophet 
Joel, to fome of the people who had “ fcattered Ifrael: 
among the nations removing them far from their border 
—and had given a boy for an harlot, and fold a girl for © 
wine, that they might drink ;—I will return your re 
¢ompenfe upon your own head, and I will fell your fons 
and your daughters :—-for the Lord hath fpoken’ it.” 
And if we adopt, in any degree, the fpirit and practices 
of /piritual tyranny, it may have an influence in bring- 
ing on us fuch calamity, that we may be able to read our 
Jin, in our punifoment. 

Finally, the faithful fervant of Chrift, governed by the 
beft of principles, and direéted by the word of God, mult 
go on in his Matter’s¥ervice, with uniformity and per- 
jeverance. Adverfiry muft not canfe him to be remits in 
purfuing, nor profperity captivate, and difengage him 
from the work of the Lord. Amidft all the frowns and 
flatteries of the world, amidft all the calamities, and 
allurements in life, we fhould be faithful unto death, as 
defirous to fecure the crown of life, which fadeth not 
away, They who, for the fake of more riches, more 
honor; and more eafe, becaufe they defire an undue inde- 
pendance on the people, or from any fimilar caufe, for- 
fake the people, whofe fouls were folemnly committed to 
their minifterial care ; and ge over to a church, which 
= ‘C3 is 
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_ is lefs conformable to the church of Chrift ; do not give 
their duty, in regard to uniform perfevering fidelity, a 
Proper attention, And they who, appearing as candi- 
dates for the miniftry, for want of Popularity, to get a 

living, or for any worldly confideration, fall into’ a like. 

_Mmeafure, deferve in /ike manuer to be reprimanded, “~ 


I thall now take the liberty to addrefs myfelf parti- 
cularly to.the beloved Yellow-fervant, who is, by divine 
_ leave, to be prefently ordained a minifter for this church 
and people. It is, Sir, both humbly and -earneftly: re. 

commended to you, to “ take heed to your/el/,” that under 
_ the influence of divine grace you may maintain fuch a 
temper of mind as was in. Chrift Jefas ;—thar you may 
obtain, and be governed, animated and fupporred by the 
_ . beft of prineiples, even by “ faith and love which are in 
_ Chrift Jefus;—and that you may have your converfation, 


in a world of trial, as becomes the gofpel. Such a con: 
cern about yourfelf, will have an eminent influence into 
your fidelity and faccefs, in the fervice of Chrift: And 
if you are confcious of : undertaking ‘the miniftry. and 
purfuing it, from pure and proper motives; and of re- 
- commending the gofpel by a good life; ir may afford 
you a fovereign: confolation, in all the forrows of life 
and profpetts of death. While the fpeaker has not the 


but confide the confequenge will be, that you will preach 
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to your people, the finful, guilty, helplefs and mifera- 
ble ftate in which, the gofpel finds mankind; that you 
will preach Chrift, a full and free Savior,.- for all them 
that receive him ;—the doétrine of juttification by grace, 


by Chrift’s atoning blood, and in confequence of receiving 


Chrift by a /ively faith ;—a faith that “works by love, 
and purifies the heart >the necefliry of a reformed, 
fanGified and virtuous temper and life ;—and the ne- 
ceflity of being “endowed with power from on high,” 


_ by ordinary agency. of the fpirit, in order to be fitted for 


< 


an holy heaven ;—that you will reprefent to your peo- 
ple their whole duty; and urge them to come to 
Chrift, and liveto him, by the doétrine of judgment to 
come, and by all the prefling motives of chriftianity ;— 

that you will declare to them, in fine, “the whole coun- 
fel of God, not keeping back any thing which may be 
profitable ro them.” You will “ feed the theep, and 
feed the lambs,” with diligence, application, . zealand 
prayer, as becomes a perfon, who is well-convinced, 
with what difficulty inveterate habits of error and 
vice, among the people, are broken, how important 
it is that perfons fhould. “ remember their creator 
in the days of their youth ;” and how happy a time: the 
beginning of life is, for receiving good inftructions and 
imprefiions. You will neither exercife, abet, nor fubmit 
to fpiritual tyranny ;—will not be a flave to othef péo- 
ple’s unfcriptural impofitions ; nor ufurp “ dominion over 


their faith.” You will prove an advocate for loyalty, , 
and civil liberty, in a juft regard to the civil conftitution, 


and the great charter of facred fcripture. If (as may 


be expected. from the character the people in this place . 


have fuftained) you fhall be: fupported with honor, you 
will be-careful to make a charitable, and fober improve- 
ment. of that wealth, which your people’s juftice and 
liberality thall put into your hands; and hold yousfelf 
obliged to the beft. exertions, in fowing fpiritual things 
so them, You are entering, Sir, into’ an: arduous = 

of 
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of bufinefs, for which you are of yourfelf infafficient, 
and wherein you mult expeé to meet with various trous 
bles and trials: ‘but you are called to ferve a goed mafter, 
who lays upon you no greater tafk than he is willing to 
give you grace for performing, to his acceprance;—no- 
heavier burden than he is willing to fuftain you under, 
aud all whofe paths will be mercy and truth” to you; 
if you “ keep his covenant and his teftimonies.” 1 pray 
you to remember, that as you are Chrift’s fervant; fo 
to bim you are accountable ;—that you, with others, 
mu(t hereafter be called before his tribunal, to have your 
eternal ftate determined, by him, who has informed us, 
thac “the fervanr which knew his Lord’s will, and pre- 
pared not himfelf, neither did according to his will, thal» 
be beaten with many ftripes; for unto whomfoever much 
is given, of him thall much be required;” and who will 
not fail to reward all his faithful fervants, in a right 
proportion to all their fervices, and all their fufferings. 
May you, thro’ help from above, purfue your race, ta 
the end, with uniformity of right temper and principle, 
dignity of chriltian and minifterial condu&, and eminent 
ufefulnefs ; in confequence of which, your judge thall 
fay to you at laft, “ well done, thou good and faichful 
fervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord,” 


This refpected and beloved church, and people of 
God, will permit me to partake, as indeed I largely do, 
of their joy, arifing from the profpeé now fet before 
' them in divine providence, of having, in this fervanr of 
the Lord, their paftor eleét, an able and faithful mini- 
Ater of the new teftament. There is no man, within the 
{phere of my acqiiaintance, and who is no more exten- 
fively known in the world, to whom, as I judge, we may 
better apply the charaéter given to Demetrius, who had 
“good report of ail men, and of the truth itfelf? We 
truft, that his firm and continued attachment to the 
truth.as itis in Jefus, and your united permanent refpe& 

. for 
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_for him, will, by divine blefling, be attended with his 


great and lafting ufefulnefs to your fouls, and the fouls 
of your children. While, we hope, you have not fought 
aminifter upon the fame principle, on which it was once 
recommended to a people to get to themfelves Rabbies, 


to wit, that they might .no longer doubt of . any thing ; 


and that your Paftor will be willing to grant, and you 
careful to improve the privilege, of putting in exercife 
the noble Berean fpirit, and examiting what he fhall 
offer. to you, by the word of God: We cannot eafily 
imagine, that you will interpret any caution which hath 
been. given again{t a minifter’s domineering over the 
flock, foas to become refractory, and unfubmiflive to him, 
while in the due ané falutary exercife of that authority, 
which Chrift gives to his minifters. And furely, your 
underftanding, juttice and generofity, will render you 
incapable of con{truing any hints which have been given 
of a minifter’s liablenefs. to make an ill ufe of wealth, fo 
that hence you fhall become at all regardlefs of the di- 
vine ordination, “that they which preach the gofpél 
fhould live of the gofpel.” Be perfeét, continue to be 
of good comfort, of one mind, and to live in peace, and 
the God of love and peace fhall be with you. And 
fuch are the qualifications, and particularly the knowa 
benevolence and compofure of temper pofliefled by> the 


perfon whom you have chofen to be your minifter, that, 


if your lafting peace and abundant edification are not the 
confequence of his fettlement among you, we can’t but 
be confident, his deficiency will not be the occafion of it. 


‘When you hear the minifter’s duty mentioned as impor- 


tant, you will do well to confider, that there muft be a 
proportionable importance, in the converfion and falva- 
tion of the fouls of men ; and fo——in your being “ {wift 
to hear ;” taking heed how you hear; and that you may 
fo bear that your fouls may live. Our earneft  defire 
and prayer to God is, that your minifter may fo attend 
to his mafter’s fervice, that you may fo attend to his 

ee : miniltry, 
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“miniftty, and that God may fo blefs his labors among. 
ou, that not one of you fhall “receive the grace of 


od in vaiti, being hardned, thro’ the deccitfulnefs of 


fin. Brethren, we.commend you to God, and to the 


word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all them which are 
fanctified.” 


All the people in this affembly “ will fuffer the word 
of exhortation,” to refpeét, and attend upon the gofpel 
miniftry, fo that it may, thro’? God’s blefling, anfwer, as 
to them, the great and good defign of it’s inflicution. 
In this time of calamity and threatning afpetts of divine 
providence, as to the contituance of our privileges, it is 
extreamly proper that we enquire after, and. confider, 
with godly forrow, the procuring caufes of an holy 
God’s thus vifuing. We truft that we have done no- 
thing to forfeit any of our privileges, into the hands of 
gnen; but may. know that we have done. enough to 
forfeit them all, into the hands of God. This we fhall 
perceive, by a due attention to our finfulnefs in general, 
and particularly, by attending to our ftill unreformed ex-. 
travagance, intemperate drinking, and luxuries, devotion 
to pleafares and amufements—things always offenfive to 
God, and which appear with a remarkable il] grace, at 
fach a day as this, which calls indeed for an abatement 
of fuch indulgences, which, in more profperous times, 
might bé innocent, and for being involved in fackcloth 
and afhes;—and how we merit God’s difpteafure, we 
may further fee, by attending to our very blameable dif- 
fegard to a preached gofpel, and the ordinances of bap- 
tifm, and the Lord’s'fupper. Let us then ‘* remember 
how wé have received and heard, and hold faft, and re- 
pent 7” that God may not be provoked to deprive. us of 
our Civil privileges, and to “ remove our candleftick out 
of his place.” If our prayers addrefled to man are not 
heard; and it is not permitted us to keep days of fstine 
ang 
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and prayer to God, not however with that united folems 
nity, recommended by civil authority, which, we judge, 
has many times taken place upon far lefs weighty occa- 
fions ; yet, may. we not be permitted, at this time, to put 
up to. our great Patron in heaven, ah’ humble fervent 
with, for the fafety of our privileges; joined with pe- 
nitent forrow of heart for our mifimprovements and our 
vices ? If a minifter’s ordination does not fo much call 
for fafting at prefent, as ir did in: the primitive times, 
wher a minifter, at ordination, was entering into the 
field. of perfecution, and perhaps to be fet in'the front of 
the battle; yet, confidering the primitive praftice of 
fafting at ordinations, and the melancholy circumftances 


of our land, fomething of prayer for public deliverance, 


together with humiliation and penitent reflections, par- 
ticularly on our negleét of the chriftian miniftry, cannot 
be thought an unjuft intfufion upon the joys of this 
day ;—and fuch confiderations fhould prevail particularly; 
if not to the fuppreffion of certain degtees of that mer- 
timent, which might at other times be innocent and jul 
tifiable; yet, at leaft, tothe banifhment of that vice and 
diforder, Which is too apt to attend our days Of ordina- 
tion, and which is, at all times, and in all places, to be 
condemned. 


_ Finally, may God grant that we may severmore 
have reafon to complain of government, civil or eccle- 
fiaftical, as overbearing; nor hearts fo fault and diftturb 
the fame, when under equitable, mild and falutary regu- 
lations ;—efpecially that we may all thew ourfelves 
faithful fervants and fubjeéts, in “ the kingdom of his 
deat fon,” that fo we may have the privilege of “the 
tree of life ; and of entering in, thro” the gates into the 
city,” the immunities whereof will be fecure forever. 


AMEN: 
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The CHARGE, 
By the Rev. Mr. Ebenezer. Gay. 


S one approved of God to be put in truft with 
the Gofpel, and chofen by his people here to 
be their Paftor, we who’ are Prefbyters of 
Churches, and authorifed by the holy Ghoft, 

have, according to his direétion, feperated you to Him, 
for the work whereunto you are called—have ordained* 
you a Minifter of the Gofpel, and an Elder in this 
Church of Chrift, committed to your paftoral care. 
And the awful charge of God we now deliver to you, 
js to be received as a folemn adjuration to the faithful 
performance of the facred important office you have 
undertaken. 


In the name of God we fay unto you, Take heed to 
the miniftry which thou haft received of the Lord, 
that thou fulfil ir. Warch in all things belonging to it; 
Make full proof of thy miniftry, duly executing all the 
branehes of it. “Fake heed to thyfelf, and to all the 
flock, over which the holy Spirit hath conftituted you 
overfeer, to feed the church of God, which he pur- 
chafed with his own blood.—Always remember, that 
-you are intrufted with the care of precious fouls, for 
-whom the divine Redeemer bled and died. Very gladly 
therefore {pend and be {pent for them ; even tho? the 
more abundantly you love and labour for them, the 
lefs you fhould be loved by them. As you love the 
Lord Jefus Chrift (to whofe omnifcience we hope you 
can appeal, that you do fo in fincerity) feed his theep, 


- and feed his lambs, as a fhepherd doth his flock. 
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Unto you is this grace given, to preach the unfearch- 
able riches of Chrift. We charge you, therefore, before 
God, and our Lord Jefus Chrift, who fhall judge the 
quick and the dead, at his appearing, and his kingdom, 
preach the word, be inftant, in feafon, out of feafon, 
convince, rebuke, exhort, with all long-fuffering and 
dofrine ; that your hearers may not turn away their 


ears from the truth, and be turned unto fables. Teach - 
them to obférve all things whatfoever Chrift hath come 


manded : and teach not for divine doétrines the com- 
mandments of men. Having God’s word committed to 
you, fpeak his word faithfully : What is the chaff to the 
wheat ? Study to fhew yourfelf approved unto God, 
and by manifeftation of the truth to commend yourfelf 
to every man’s confcience in the fight of God, a work 
man that needeth not to be afhamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth, and giving to every one his portion, 
In do&rine thew uncorruptednefs, gravity, fincerity, 
found f{peech that cannot be condemned. Shun not to 
declare the whole counfel of God, that you may be 
pure from the blood of all men. Keep back nothing 
that is profitable to the hearers : but foolith and un- 


jearned queftions, and ftriving about words of uncertain » 


meaning, and matters of doubtful difputation, avoid, 
Shun profane and vain bablings alfo—empty and unedi- 
fying declamations ; undigefted, incoherent, rambling 
difcourfes, which ill become the pulpit. As did the 
preacher that was wife, fo do thou teach the people 
knowledge; and to that end feck to find out acceptable 
words, even words of truth, and fet them in order ; that 
they may be as goads, and as nails faftened by the mafters 
of affemblies, which are given from one fhepherd. Son 
of man, you are made a watchman to this people. Hear 


the word at God’s mouth, and give them warning from « 


him of all approaching dangers. Warn the wicked that. 
he turn from his wicked way, and live. Warn the 
righteous, that he turn not from his righteowfnefs, and die, 
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Let not, thro’ your negligence, the blood of either be — 
required at thy hand in the awful day of accounts. So 
take heed unto thytelf. and_unto rhy,doctrine continually, | 
as that thou mayeft both faye thyfelf, and them that 
hear thee. mea Ag ae 


~ The Priefts of old were appointed, not only to teach 
Jacob God’s Jaw, and Ifrael his fautes, but alio to put 
incenfe before the Lord, and whole burnt facrifice on 
his altar : So are you obliged to give yourfelf to prayer, 
as wellas to the miniftry of the word. Pray always.with 
all prayer and fupplication in the fpirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perfeverance, that fo the work of the 
Lord may be carried on by you with,comfort and fuccels. 


God forbid, that you fhould fin againft the Lord, in 


ceafing to pray for your people. Bear them on your 

eart in fecrer addreffes to the throne of mercy, and 
fpread their particular cafes, fo far as known to, you, be- 
fore the Lord, making interteflion for them. Pray with 
them, being fent for, in their ficknefles, and on all proper 
occafions ; as their circumftances, perfonal, or domettic, 
bodily or fpiritual, may require. And in God’s houfe 
of prayer, fo order and offer the public thank{givings, as 
that their fpiritual facrifices may be acceptable on the 
golden altar which is before the throne. - Be thou a faith- 
ful and wife fteward in the family of Chrift, knowing how 
to behave yourfelf therein. _ Adminifter the facraments 
of the new covenant, baptifm and the Lord’s fupper, to 
the proper fubjects thereof. Withhoald not the children’s 
bread from them, nor give that whichis holy to dogs. 
As a ruler over God’s houthold, exercife that fpiritual 
Sovernment and difcipline Chrift hath inftituted in his 
church, with diligence, prudence, impartiality, courage, 


» and zeal, “The guthority you are yefted with is not 


arbitrary and defpotic ; but paftoral and parental —to be 
ufed for edification, not for deftruction. Affume domi- 


. pion over no man’s fajth, or confcience ; but bea helper 
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of your people’s joy—and blefs them in the name of the 
Lord. Be diligent to know the ftate of your flock ; and 
adapt your miniftrations, private as well as public, to the 
various neceflities of the fouls under your care : Warn- 
ing every man, and teaching every man in all wifdom ; 
exhorting and comforting, and charging every one asa 
father doth his children. On fome have compaflion, 


“making a difference in the method of your procedure : 


Others fave with fear, pulling them out of the fire. 
In all things thew thyfelf a pattern of good works, 
while you conftantly affirm, thar all who have believed 
in God fhould be éareful to maintain them... _Be blame- 
lefs as the fteward of God, not felf willed, not foon 
angry, not given to wine, no ftriker, not greedy of fordid 
gain ; but a lover of hofpitality, a lover of good men 
of every denomination, fober, juft, holy, temperate, 
holding faft the faithful word, as thou haft been taught. 
Let no-man defpife thy youth ; nor more fo your 
old age, to which God fuffer you to continue, that you. 
may bring forth fruit in ir. Oman of God, flee youth- 


- fal lufts, and all thofe things that would bring your 


perfon and miniftry ‘into contempt: but follow after — 
righteoufnefs, godlinefs, faith, love, patience, meeknefs, 
fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunto thou art alfo called, and with which, if thou 
keep this charge unfpotted and blamele‘s, thou fhalt be 
rewarded. 


So help you God. Amen. 


THE 


_ Right Hand of Fellowfhip, 


GIVEN 


By the Rev. Mr. Morrill, 
of - Wilmington. 


raw CITED with a profpect of fpiritual freedom, 
_ and the defire of enjoying the facred rights of 
‘confcience, our fore-fathers left their native home, 


and by the direétion of providence pitched their 


tent in this then howling wildernefs, 


They foon planted gofpel churches in this land, 
and Jaid the foundation for human learning, general 
Jove and benevolence. Their aim was, that thefe 
‘churches fhould be built upon the foundation of Chrift, 
and his Apoftles, eden by love, the charaéteriftick 
of true chriftians. © The churches had communion with 
each other, and the paftors were brethren. 


And although the giving the Right Hand of Fellow- 
fhip to fuch as are folemnly fet apart to the-important 
work of the gofpel miniftry, by laying on the hands of 
the prefoytery, is not effential to Ordination, which is 
valid without it; yet it is a cuftom that has prevailed 
in the congregational churches of New-England, from 
their earlieft plantation, to the prefent day. We take the 
cuftom from the apoftolic procedure: * When James, 
Cephas and John, who feemed to be pillars in the church, 
perceived the grace that was given untoPaul and Barnabas, 

ahep gave to them the right hand of fellowhhip:” Hereby 
‘doubtlefs acknowledging them equally minifters of Chrilt 
with 
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with themfelves; brethren united together in the fame 
caufe; fervants of the fame mafter, and difciples of the 
fame *Lord Jefus, who is the alone confticuted “ head. 
over all to the church.” 


And as I am appointed by the venerable council, con 
vened on this folemn occafion, to give unto you the 
tight hand of fellowfhip ; 


So, dear Sir, in the name of my brethren, the mini- 
fiers of Chrift here prefent, I give you my hand; and 
hereby.we acknowledge you as a minifter, of Chrift; 

ual with ourfelves, and regularly fet apart to the evan- 
stlica miniftry. 3 


We are now brethr 
caufe, t romoting’ tf 
ae thie Redeemer’ 
ate laborers in the fa 
fame mafter in heaven: 


United together in the fame 
d. righteoufnefs, and the 
m among men. We 
York, and fervants of the 
And whereas you and we are 


_ €qual in office, you have no right to ufurp authority im 


our particular charges, nor we in yours. You may not, 
for the fake of popularity; or friendfhip to any perfon 
or party, raifevyour own reputation upon the ruins of 
any of your brethren. You may not do any thing 
to hinder their ufefulnefs, nor may they fo conduct 
towards you.* For we are all brethren, » 

We heartily congratulate you on,your admiflion into 
the miniftry of our Lord Jefus; We affuretyu, we. 
fhall be ready on all occafions, as opportunity may pre- 
fent, and we are properly called, to afford you our belt 
advice and affiftance. And we expeé the like kind 
offices of love and friendfhip from you. 


Dear Sir, we with you long life, the prefence and 
blefling of the great Headof the Church, ‘and the Holy — 
Spirit, at all times, to fucceed your miniftrations, 


youll 


» We . 
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AND .OF FeLLowsuHie, 


We mat repeatedly admonifh you ‘to. take heed to 
yourfelf, and your doétrine, fo to take heed unto your= | 
{elf, chat the miniftry, by your means, be not blamed. 


We wif the children, yet to be born, may arife end e 
éall you bleffed; that you may long be a fhining light Si 
ia this golden candleftick; that you may: obtain grace 
to be found faithful, and be fo happy as.to be 
fuccefsful. oa 


_ And when Jefus the great fhepherd of the fheep : 
~ fhall appear to call his fervants to an accoupvof their =~ 
ftewardthip, may you prefent a numerous fpiritual off - 
. fpring with you, and together with them be bid wel-- 
come: into your Mafter’s joyjiand receive a crown of 
glory that fhail neve igs pers fe 
_ Brethren of this ¢h irc e now ilo the 
fmilés. of divine providénee, in feeing: you, With fo 
great unanimity, have a Paftor fet over you in the bond 2 
Behold the man with joy. Ogee 


We have acknowledged you as a chutch of Chrift, 
in our attending the folemnity of the prefent day, 
We wih you all divine bleflings under the miniftry of 
this your Paftor. Diligently and faithfully attend upon 
his. miniftrations, continue to live im, peace, and the 
God of love and peace will be with you. ~~ 
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